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MONTHLY REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR - LINDA BEERS

PUBLICHEALTHUNIT. COVID19 RESPONSHPDATE

4 _ ) As our vaccination rate in Essex County has increased,
Trend in DailyNew Cases our trend in daily new cases has steadily decreased. We
10 began May with an average of over four cases reported
to the health department each day and ended the
month with an average of less than one case per day.
In fact, as May came to a close, we ended with zero
. new cases for five days in a row!
Rolling month — to date Although cases are declining, the focus of the health
Excludes inmate data department has not yet shifted away from COVID-19.
. /' We have had an incredibly busy COVID-19 vaccination
clinic schedule since January, and we have a full calendar of clinic events planned for the
summer. As the number of people actively looking to be vaccinated has decreased, we have
had to get more creative to increase both awareness of vaccine benefits, and access to vaccine
appointments. ECHD has brought vaccinations to every public school in Essex County as we’ve
ramped up our efforts to vaccinate the 12+ adolescent population. We have upcoming clinics
planned at local breweries, farmers markets, community events, and the Essex County Fair.
Refer to the attached timeline for an updatesummary of all ECHD COVID response
activities.
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ISOLATION: QUARANTINIDATA

All Cases/Isolation Orders (to date) 1,642
CurrentCaseglsolation Orders 3
All Contacts/Quarantine Orders (to date) 7,165
CurrentContacts/Quarantine Orders 37

*Query run 05.26.2021
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COVID VACCINAN®ROGRESHEESTING & GRANT INFORMATION

202 1 Essex County Health Department COVID Vaccination Clinics

Updated 5/27/2021
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MRCResolution of Recognition and AppreciationJune 28, 2021

The Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) volunteers have been integral to our success with the COVID-
19 vaccination clinics noted above. With one Director of Public Health Promotion and Planning,
six core program staff, and 1.5 staff dedicated to COVID-19 response activities, it would have
been impossible for the Public Health Unit to administer over 5,000 vaccines and counting. The
upcoming day of recognition and appreciation will highlight their ongoing commitment and
accomplishments.

QOVID Testing

2020:Critical Specimen Transport facilitatedee House, Ti Church, Adk Cwiith Adk Health; Adk Mokil
Unit
2020- 3 Abbott ID Now Unitaccepted from NYSDQ@bIsupport testing of underseed in Essex County
o 1remains at ECHD for use at the Dept (PUIss without transportation, staff)
0 1 under contract with UVHBIizabethtown Community Hospital
o 1 has been &led to entities with outbreak or outbreak concern
A Champlain Valley Senior Community
A Northwood School
2021- 3 additional Abbott ID Now Units and testing supplies accepted from NYSDOH to support testing
0 units to be used in the field in collaboration witesex County OES
0 Testing is still a concern for Essex County residents
o Kinney Drugs agrees to offer testing at its Elizabethtown Location
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COVID FUNDING

., COVIEL9 Response Award $95,373 Overtime, Move of PHU upstairs, Dritieu Clinic
Station, Supplies

. Epi & Lab Capacity (ELC) C&@ID  $151,248 1.5 Employees (salary/Fringe); response supplies

., Flu & COVID Response $31,050 Offset time & effortg regular staff

. Epi & Lab Capacity (ELC) School Te&ting28,947 Establish screening & testing to supgdarperson
learning

CORE PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMMING UPDATES

RabiesPrevention & Control ‘"‘_;-_ PR ""r"‘i g e!: g
The Essex County Health

Department held its first combination COVID-19/Rabies Clinic in Chesterfield on May 12! We
were able to vaccinate 122 animals for and 17 community members 'drive thru' style. We thank
the Essex County Sheriff's Office staff, Essex County Emergency Services staff, Medical Reserve
Corps (MRC) Volunteers, Town of Chesterfield staff, and veterinarian Dr. David Goldwasser &
staff of the Adirondack Veterinary Hospital for helping make the clinic a great success.

Essex County Dual Vaccine Clinic
Rabies Vaccine for Your Pets hy :‘E‘E‘G%ﬂﬁ
COVID-19 Vaccine for You* T

*One dose J&J {Janssen) Vaccine Available
. QR Code to OR Code to
Date Location Time
Register - Rabies | Register - COVID

Ticonderoga 6-8
Highway Department = pm

6/8

Pre-Register using one of these methods:

1. Select “Make an Appointment” from the COVID-19
Vaccine drop-down menu and/or click the Paw lcon for
Rabies Clinics at www.co.essex.ny.us/Health.

2. Call 518-873-3500 for assistance.

3. Openyour smart phone’s camera app. Take a photo of
the QR Code above to register for the clinic(s) of your
choice,

COVID-19 Vaccine Available to Anyone 18+
Pre-registration recommended - not required. “Drive-ins” Welcome!!

@ & M

WWW.COo.essex.ny.us/Health
www.facebook.com/EssexCountyPublicHealth
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FAMILYHEALTHREPRODUCTNHEALTHFAMILYPLANNING

Staff have been working on revamping the ECHD Safety Sac
Initiative. The Department’s goal is to place education about
sexual health including sexually transmitted disease prevention

throughout Essex County.

'c Heolth Uny
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@ REPARTMENT

and birth control options, in easily accessible locations

Safety Sacs include options for preventing STDS, and information
on proper use and birth control options.

The Safety Sacs can be located at many of our local pharmacies
and are given away for free to increase access and affordability
for our community members.

HOME HEALTH UNIT

News 8 Rochester Explores ‘Urgent Matter’ of
Home Care Aide Shortage and HCA's Home Care
First Effort

Situation Report | May 24, 2021

The Rochester area’s CBE affiliate, News 8 WROC, on Friday examined New York's home care workforee
shortags, along with solutions advanced by HCA to address tine chromic avea of concem exacerbated by the
pandemme.

The reports tells of Gerald Sullrvan Tumior of Brockpart who has had three major strokes since he was 19. His
right sida is mostly paralyzed Two years ago, he had a serious fzll and is seakanz home care.

Reporter Christian (arzane explame some of the reasens for Wew York's workforee shortages — especially
the pandemic — includms constraints on zids training programs.

Whils the ztate Department of Hazlth has allowed for somes orzamizations to offer a hybnd medal of virtual and
in-parson aide trammg, the requiraments are overly restrictive. HCA and association pariners have requested a
mestmz with DOH to resolve thess 15mes.

Home Care First
The News 8 raport especially features HCA's call for 2 Homea Care First policy m Mew York Stzte to help
overcoma the larger 1smne of workforee shortages.

“The pandamic brought the issue of hame care *first” mie major focus when 1 obsarved the trend of patients
refarred from bospitals to mpatient rehab and long-temm care,” saad HCA Prazident A1 Cardillo. m the report. 1
wrote to the Adnimstration and to the Health Department and urged that thase referrals be priortizad to homs

cara wharever possible ™

“Ultimately, the HCA Board and I brought this concept to the Legislature’s COVID oversight hearings last
surmmer and foumnd the begirmmgs of receptrvity that we hope can lsad to a Home Care First reality m New
Vork State,” he addad. “The nawly passed state budget contame $1.6 billion m federal aid for home and
cormmmity-based services, and the President iz proposing new levels of investiment m these services. The time
1z now to channel these invesiments accordngly to support this homs health systam ™

The Home Health Unit recently lost
two home health aides due to
unforeseen circumstances. This
caused 8-10 patients in Essex
County to lose their services for
bathing, meal prep, and home
exercises that the home health
aides provided. It is difficult to find
trained home health aides that
patients leaving the hospital need
desperately in the first few weeks
at home. When an aide is out due
to illness or injury then the patient
has to go without the services as
there are no replacement aides
available. Hopefully, federal aid to
home care will improve this
situation for the patients in Essex
County.
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WIC UNIT

WIC Introduces the “WIC Proud Babies of the
Week” Campaign

The staff in our Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Unit are
working hard to normalize utilization of the WIC program. The
end goal of this effort is no stigma. WIC staff have been

introducing different activities that are a bit outside the
normal WIC programming in hopes of attracting new families
and retaining the current participants. WIC is excited that so
many families are interested in sharing their pictures and
proud to be a part of the program.
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